
 

Upcoming Upcoming Upcoming Upcoming 

EventsEventsEventsEvents    

• Tuesday, October 30th, 

School Mass, 8:30, 8th 

Grade 

• Wednesday, October 31st, 

Noon Dismissal 

• November 1st, All Saints 

Day, Holy Day of Obli-

gation 

• November 1st and 2nd, 

Conferences 

• November, 1st, 2nd and 5th, 

Candy Buy Back 

• Monday, November 5th, 

November Birthdays 

Free Dress 

• Wednesday, November 7th, 

School Mass, 8:30am, 

7th Grade 

• Thursday, November 8th, 

Principal’s Tea 

• Thursday, November 8th, 

Raising Daughters, 7pm 

• Friday, November 9th, 

Picture Retakes, No free 

dress. 

• Monday, November 12th, 

No School 

• Wednesday, November 

14th, School Mass, 

8:30am, 5th Grade 

• Saturday, November 10th, 

1st Reconciliation 

 

 

 

 

October 25, 2012October 25, 2012October 25, 2012October 25, 2012    

15643 SW Oregon St. 

Sherwood, OR 97140 

Phone: 503-625-0497 

Fax: 503-625-0564 

“From the first moment that a student sets foot in a Catholic school, he or she ought to 

have the impression of entering a new environment, one illuminated by the light of faith 

and having its own unique characteristics.” The Religious Dimension of Education in a 

Catholic School, Congregation for Catholic Education, Rome, 1988 

St. Francis Families, 

Accreditation is a collaborative process. As a faculty we cannot complete the self-study 

on our own. Your input is essential. Throughout the year you will be asked to comment 

on the characteristics of St. Francis through accreditation surveys. We begin this process 

by looking at our most valued characteristic: our Catholic identity. There are eight stand-

ards by which we view our Catholic identity and are listed below with a brief description. 

Please review these eight standards and then answer the questions in the survey. The sur-

vey titled, Catholic Identity Survey, can be accessed through Edline. If you need a new 

password please contact the office. If you would like help logging on or getting started 

the computer lab will be open during conferences.  

Thank you for taking the time to give us your feedback. Your input is valued and will be 

used to complete the self-study. 

God Bless, 

Kimberly Fadden 

Catholic Identity  

Accreditation Factor #3 

St. Francis School is Catholic, approved by the Local Ordinary (Canon 803), provides 

authentic Catholic teaching, opportunities for community worship and participation in 

the sacraments, and promotes evangelization and service to the community. 

Catholic Identity Standards: 

1. The school has a mission statement and philosophy statement which indicate the inte-

gration of the Roman Catholic Faith into all aspects of school life. 

2. The school provides regular opportunities for the school community to experience 

prayer and the Sacraments. 

3. The school has a Religion curriculum and instruction that is faithful to Roman Catho-

lic Church teachings and meets the requirements set forth by the USCCB. 

4. The Local Ordinary approves those who teach the Catholic Faith (Canon 805), and 

there is ongoing formation for catechetical and instructional competence. 

5. The school maintains an active partnership with parents whose fundamental concern 

is the spiritual and academic education of their children. (Canon 796) 

St. Francis School  

Virtue of the month: FAITH 

Message from the principal 

“A true friend doesn’t put down your ideas, they just enhance them.” 
       Josie Wiren 

continued 
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From the Principal continuedFrom the Principal continuedFrom the Principal continuedFrom the Principal continued    

6. The school has a service-oriented outreach to the Church and the civic community after the 

example of Jesus Christ who said, “I have given you an example so that you may copy what I 

have done to you.” (John 13:15) 

7. The school uses signs, sacramentals, traditions, and rituals of the Roman Catholic Church. 

8. All school personnel are actively engaged in bringing the Good News of Jesus into the total 

educational experience. 

ConferencesConferencesConferencesConferences    

Recognizing the importance of communication in supporting a child’s moral, spiritual and aca-

demic development, St. Francis schedules two days in the fall for parent teacher conferences. 

These are important days that are specifically set aside to provide an opportunity for parents and 

teachers to meet and discuss students’ progress and establish goals for the coming year. They are 

considered instructional days and it is expected that teachers and parents use these two days for 

that purpose. If you have not had an opportunity to schedule a conference with your child’s 

teacher please call the office or stop by to sign up. Although teachers do meet with individual 

parents throughout the year, these two days in the fall are designed to provide time for the teach-

ers to meet with all parents. 

Catholic High SchoolsCatholic High SchoolsCatholic High SchoolsCatholic High Schools        

The schedule for the Catholic High Schools Open Houses is: 

Sunday, October 28th—Jesuit High School 

Sunday, November 4th—Central Catholic High School 

Schedule for the placement exam: 

Friday, November 30th: De La Salle North Catholic, Jesuit High School, Valley Catholic High 

School 

Saturday, December 1st: St. Mary’s Academy, De La Salle North Catholic, Jesuit High School, 

Valley Catholic High School, La Salle Catholic College Prep, Central Catholic High School 

Monday, December 3rd: St. Mary’s Academy, La Salle Catholic College Prep, Central Catholic 

High School 
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NOTES FROM THE WOLF’S DEN 

Dear St. Francis, 

This has been a very busy week at St. Francis. On Saturday the gym was transformed and filled with 

people celebrating the 10th annual auction. It was a great event; people are still talking about how much 

they enjoyed the evening.  

On Monday the second graders went to the Oregon Gardens. The weather was rainy, cold and windy, 

but if you ask a second grader that didn’t matter they had a great time. They even saw a tree that is 400 

years old! 

The seventh graders were looking at garden plants too. They made their own slides using spinach and 

lettuce leaves. They were searching for the answer to the age old question: How does a plant get carbon 

dioxide? By looking at lettuce and spinach leaves under the microscope they found tiny openings called 

stomata on the leaves that take in carbon dioxide. 

The sixth graders were searching for places on a map. They began with an incomplete map of Mesopota-

mia. Then they added the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers, the Fertile Crescent, Persian Gulf, Caspian Sea, 

Red Sea, Mediterranean Sea, and two crops and two animals that were important to Mesopotamian farm-

ers. 

What happened after the Victory at Yorktown? The eighth grade read an article called Victory, Peace, 

Aftermath… describing the end of the Revolutionary War. They discussed the Treaty of Paris, Terms of 

Peace, Costs of War and how A New Form of Government was created. 

Have you ever had a song stuck in your head? Well I did this week. The first grade was teaching me 

how to write a sentence. First they showed me with their hands how you start with a capital letter and 

end with a period, question mark or exclamation mark. Then they sang “The Sentence Song.” I was 

singing about sentences for the rest of the day, “write a word and leave a space, write a word and leave a 

space…” Just ask a first grader to sing it to you and you too will be singing the rest of the day. 

What are “sugar bugs”? According to the kindergarten they are germs that poop on your teeth. Dr. Cary 

showed the kindergarteners this week how much sugar is in different foods. They were good detectives 

figuring out which items had more sugar than others. Good thing the kindergarteners know how to 

properly brush and floss their teeth. 

I brushed up on my math skills in third, fourth and fifth grade this week. First in third grade I learned 

how to visualize my multiplication facts. Working with a partner, Allison helped me, you hold up a fact. 

Then looking at the fact you say it out loud. Then with the fact turned away you say the fact again. This 

really helped me remember my facts. 

The fourth graders practiced subtraction by illustrating the concepts: Take away, Compare, Part of a 

Whole Set and How Many More are Needed. Then they explained to me the Identity Property and the 

Zero Property as it relates to subtraction. 

After spending time working on my numbers I headed up to the fifth grade to learn about shapes. The 

fifth graders began by drawing three congruent shapes. They explained to me that that meant all three 

needed to be exactly the same. Then they drew two non-congruent angles and used a protractor to check 

their angles. 

Until next time. 

Brother Wolf 
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Parish NewsParish NewsParish NewsParish News    

Help needed for “Holy Rollers” to make our holiday pies on Friday, November 2nd anytime 

after 8:30am in the Parish Center. Also bring any fruit you have saved for the pies. The pies will 

be for sale on November 3rd and 4th. Get yours early.  

 

St. Francis Quilters will have a second sale the weekend of November 3rd and 4th. 

 

The Best of St. Francis 10th Annual Auction was  a grand CELEBRATION! 

 A huge thank you: 

to the volunteers who have been with us from the get go, 

to those who physically labored all auction week, 

to the fabulous volunteers the long night of 

and for those of you who helped as Sunday cleanup crew.  

Those carpets are put to rest for another year!!! Hip hip hooray! 

 To all of those school parents who have donated in the  last nine months---  Thank you for cre-

ating a huge inventory for our dinner patrons to bid on. 

And finally, a huge thank you for those  of you who attended the auction and gave gracious-

ly.  Your financial support will continue to keep St. Francis financially stable. 

 We will send out the final numbers for auction in the next week or so.  Thank you All –Your 

many, many  hands in this have been greatly appreciated. 

 Val and Mary 

Auction UpdateAuction UpdateAuction UpdateAuction Update    

School Directory CorrectionsSchool Directory CorrectionsSchool Directory CorrectionsSchool Directory Corrections    

Costa—It is Marcello, not Marcella 

Cowan—in the class list should be Isabelle, not Isabella 

CYO Basketball registration closes October 28th.  Open to 3rd to 8th grade students. Please 

contact Todd Bowman at todd_bowman@earthlink.net or 503-803-4333 with any questions. 

CYO NewsCYO NewsCYO NewsCYO News    
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Out of  Parish NewsOut of  Parish NewsOut of  Parish NewsOut of  Parish News    

Holiday Gift and Cookie Faire, November 3rd from 9am to 8pm and November 4th from 9am –

1pm. Christ the King Catholic Parish Hall, 7414 SE Michael Drive, Milwaukie, OR (Near 

LaSalle High School) 

News from the School OfficeNews from the School OfficeNews from the School OfficeNews from the School Office    

Thank you to our two students, Lucas Thiele and Ella Bowman who have volunteered to be altar 

servers at the 8:30am Mass on All Saints Day. 

Picture retake day is Friday, November 9th. No free dress on this day. 

 

There will be no school Mass on October 31st. The school Mass will be held on Tuesday, Octo-

ber 30th so that the students may come to school in their costumes on the 31st. (More on cos-

tumes in future newsletters.) 

Guidelines for Halloween costumes: Nothing scary or gory. Props and masks can be used for the 

parade only. Nothing disrespectful in keeping with our Catholic values. Proper footwear and 

coats required for recess and PE. We will have our Halloween Parade in the gym at 8:15. All 

parents are welcome to attend. Remember that it is a noon dismissal on Halloween.  

Save your Pink Yoplait Lids! Students in fifth grade have been collecting the Yoplait "pink lids" 

and want to expand the program to everyone at St. Francis!  General Mills is running a fundrais-

er called "Save Lids to Save Lives" which raises money for Komen for the Cure and their breast 

cancer outreach programs.  If you have any pink lids on Yoplait containers or pink coupons on 

General Mills' products like Yoplait, Honey Nut Cheerios, Green Giant, Progresso, Nature Val-

ley, Pillsbury, Betty Crocker and Bisquick bring them to the school office.  There will be a bas-

ket in the office labeled "Save Lids to Save Lives" until December 19th and you or the kids can 

just drop them in.  Abby from the fifth grade will collect and mail them to help raise 10 cents 

per lid/coupon.  Last year the fourth grade registered 72 labels! So please don't throw away the 

pink lids!  Feel good about helping this cause.  If you have any questions contact Jennifer Biev-

er at 503-610-1441.  Thank you. 

The free dress day for the candy buy back will be Friday, November 16th instead of the 9th due 

to picture retakes. 

Our very own Sally Green was featured in The Times newspaper. You can see the article online 

at http://portlandtribune.com/ttt/91-features/121352-lighten-up! 


